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Contact our experts...
Ambrose Harcourt www.ahpr-entertainment.co.uk
Bianca and Nathan Tinsey 
www.b-spokeweddingplanners.co.uk 
Justine Claire www.justineclaire.com 
Liz Chatfi eld www.sylviaskitchen.co.uk 

Have your cake and eat it
My fi ancé and I are getting married next 
July. How far in advance do we need to 
book our cake?
Liz says: July is peak wedding season and good 

cake makers can get booked up far in advance – 

sometimes a year ahead like wedding venues – so 

don’t leave this too late. I recommend you book a year ahead, 

particularly if you have your heart set on a cake designer 

whose work you particularly admire. Cake makers hate to 

disappoint clients, so book a consultation early and secure 

your wedding date with a booking fee, and then you can 

relax and enjoy the fun part – designing your wedding cake. 

If the cake maker works on their own, they may be limited 

to how many bookings they can take per week, so make sure 

you take this into consideration too.

Eight top organisational tips

1Get organised. It’s easy to bask in the glow of your 
engagement, after all, you want to enjoy it but the last thing 

you want to do is to cram the planning into a short period of time.

2 Date for the diary. Once you’ve got your date set, 
make a note of what to do when, for example, book the 

photographer, cake maker, venue stylist, etc.

3 Set aside time. It’s easy to get caught up in day-to-day life, 
so make sure you schedule in some hours together each week 

to plan.

4 Share and share alike. Remember it’s his wedding too so 
divide the tasks up between your and you’ll soon see the to-

do list getting shorter.

5 Communication is key. As well as sharing the tasks, 
make sure you let your hubby/wife-to-be know what 

you’ve booked, after all, you don’t want two DJs turning up to           
your wedding!

6 Don’t be a bride- or a groomzilla. Planning takes time 
and if you’re worried the napkins are one shade lighter than 

your chair sashes, it may take forever to plan your big day. So, 
relax and enjoy the process.

7 The nitty gritty stuff. When dealing with your suppliers 
make sure you clarify all the details and get a contract that 

specifi es dates, times and locations. More importantly, make sure 
you read the fi ne print on every contract before you sign it.

8 Jot it down. Buy a wedding planning diary and keep all your 
information in it. Receipts, contracts, ideas – everything.

Planned to perfection
Our wedding is three months away and while 
most of the planning is done, I’ve been worrying 
about the organisation on the day, such as 
making sure things run on time, or dealing with 
any last-minute problems from suppliers. We 
don’t want to get too involved so who should I 
ask to do this for us? 
Bianca and Nathan say: The run-up to any 
wedding can be stressful as you start to think of 

the logistics. After all, you want to ensure all your hard work and 
planning is carried out with military precision. Depending on how 
many jobs you have, you can delegate them to your guests who 
will be happy to help. Give each of them a responsibility, along 
with a running order of the day so they’re fully aware of the times 
and places they’re required to be.

The alternative option, which would also take the pressure 
off your guests, is to hire a wedding planner. These can be cost 
effective and will take on all the duties from guest meet and greet 
and vendor coordination to room turnaround and sweet buffet set-
up. They’ll be on hand to take care of the day’s events and are a 
useful point of contact for you and your hubby as they’ll already 
be fully briefed and understand your needs. 
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