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Seaside inspiration
If you’re planning to tie the knot near the coast, extend the 
theme into every little detail. Travel to your venue in a VW 
Campervan, use bucket and spades as centrepieces, sticks of 
rock as favours, dot deckchairs around your venue and scatter 
shells on tables for the ultimate seaside décor. Enjoy an al 
fresco barbecue wedding breakfast and serve ice cream for 
dessert. Don’t forget the entertainment; a coconut shy, mini golf 
or a sandcastle-building competition would be apt, and as the 
evening draws to a close, you and your guests can savour mini 
fish and chip cones.

Nautical but nice
How can my fiancé and I incorporate our seaside 
theme into our cake?
Liz says: Naked cakes work well for a beach look. You could 

dress it with colour-coordinated raffia and place seashells and 

pebbles around it. Alternatively, your cake maker could always 

create iced versions of the latter, which could be decorated with 

edible cake paint. Another option is to coat your cake in buttercream icing 

with an ombre effect to match your colour scheme; blue obviously works 

well and is fitting for this theme – you could also decorate it with pretty 

rice-paper flowers. Last but not least, how about a white and navy striped 

cake, finished with a monogram and a few sugared ropes around the 

outside? Display the creation on a driftwood cake stand.

Q
A Aye aye sailor

My hubby-to-be and I have chosen a seaside theme 
for our wedding. How can we extend it into our  
big day?
Bianca and Nathan say: First and foremost, make sure 
your invites reflect your inspiration so your guests are 
immediately aware of your theme. In the entrance to your 

venue you could create a display by lining a lobster trap basket 
with sand and pebbles and fill it with small personalised floating 
buoys. At your reception, you could use lanterns as centrepieces, 
while personalised wooden sailing boats would make great table 
names. For your place names and favours you could use large 
pebbles, engraved with your guests’ names. In the evening, opt for 
a photo booth with a beach background and hire sailor outfits and 
other props for your nearest and dearest to dress up in.
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